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NEW ORLEANS, La. (AP) — 
DLst. Ally. Jim Garrison'* p.-esl- 
dentiai assaxsir.aiion invesciga- 
lien found itself in more cor.rro* 
versy today liter a star witness 
provided a denial to statements 
aired by the National Broad- 
cas!".2 Co/ 

Perry /usso told newsman 
Tutsday'members of an NBC 
r,e*s team sought his help “to 
wreck the Garrison investiga- 
tion" 

He said that the XBC team 
alternated promises and threats 
in repeated efforts to enlist his 
cooperation 

In New York, the network de- 
nied Russo's detailed accusa- 
tions. 

In its Monday night televised 
program * NBC said Garrison 
placed Russo on the witness 
stand during the Preliminary 
hearts for Gay LyShaw know- 
ir.; that the witness had failed a 
lie detector test revelant to his 
tesumony. • 

•'RUSSO'S ANSWERS to a se- 
r.es of questions Indicate, in the 
[ language of the polygraph opera- 
> ter. 'decepLon criteria' ", NBC 


m ar 


of David W. Ferric. Russo said 
it^-as ll^e f.e heard ShawJ** 
Kar\cy/6swa!d and Ferric ~plot 
to kid the president. 

THE TV AD HEN Commission 
found no cred.bie evidence that 
Oswald was a-ded in the assas- 
sination of Kenr.ecy. 

Ferrie and Oswald are dead. 
Shaw is free under 510, OCO bond, 
awaiting tnal. 

Garrison appeared briefly at 
the start of Russo's news con- 
ference in h;s office. 

Earlier, the prosecutor ac- 
cused NBC of using “the big 
iie“ in an attempt to wreck his 
investigation. i 

*1 thinlc that ue could have 

ecji' 


s3-d. / 

Leonard / Gurvich, 
investigator who sup 


a private 

__ supervised the 

;cit, denied Russo flunked and 
said the polygraph operator was 
unable to get specific readings 
because Russo was “highly ner- 
veus." 

Shaw. Si. a wealthy retired 
New Orleans businessman, has 
been Indicted on charges of con- 
spiracy to murder President 
John F. Kennedy who was as- 
sassinated in Dallas, Tex., Nov. 
22, 1S-3. The indictment was 
bared largely an Russo's grand 
;-ry testimony. 

Russo, 23, a Baton Rouge in- 
surance salesman, told the 
; .Tina y>ry he attends a party 
Fn Seoimber 1S63. at the home 


be?n used much more effecpve- 
ly by the Justice Departr.eht," 
Garrison said. “But, of course, 
there is more • experience 
there." 

Russo fold newsmen that Wai- 
ter S bey. dan of tie NBC news 
tuff had offered “to jet me up 
in CaLfcmia, protect my job 
and guarar/ee Garrison would 
never ge: me extra cured back to 
Loiuaiar.a" if he cooperated. 

Russo said Sheridan made the 
promise if he would “side with 
NBC and the defense." 

RUSSO &ENTIFIED two oth- 
er persons he said had con- 
tacted hinyon behalf of NBC as 
Richard Jowr.ley of TVESC-TV, 
an NEGfcilate here and writer 
Jam^Phelan of the Saturday 
Evening Post. 

Russo said Towr.ley threat- 
ened to wTeck his personal rep- 
utation unless he cooperated. . 

In Nc*w York, ar. NEC spokes- 
man suid TowrJey i*ad -talked 
"widf" Russo on several occa- 
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sions, but “denied telling him he 
working closely wmrihe 
defense or threatening to ruin 
Russo's reputation!" 

Tne NBC spokesman said 
Russo expressed doubts to 
Townley, Shendan and Kiel in 
an separate occasions that his 
pretrial testimony was entirely, 
true. He said Russo asked the 
NBC team “to find a way out" 
for him. 

Russo said he was told by 
members oi the XBC team mat 
beth the network ar.d the Cen-. 
trai Intelligence Agency were 
out to “wreck the Gamscn in- 
vestigation." 

Garrison claims Kennedy was 
k-iled by ant: -Castro Latin 

Americans who once worked for 
the GA. 

In Washington, the Federal 
Communications Commission 
said it had received a letter 
frem Garrison charging NBC 
w.th trying to destroy his assas- 
sination probe and referred it to 
the commission's complaints 
and ccmpliance divisipn.*^— ^ 
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